
At the same time that the college’s first dean and second 

president, M. Carey Thomas, was an important champion 

of women's education, her belief in the supremacy of 

"white races" restricted this advocacy to white women. 

By juxtaposing her portrait with that of a black-identifying 

subject, Jessica, from Kris Graves's The Testament 

Project, this exhibition becomes an opportunity to bear 

witness to our institutional history of exclusion. It is 

hoped that such reflection encourages self-examination, 

conversation, and a path forward toward change. 
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